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WELCOME TO YOUR LATEST NEWSLETTER!

Community Showcase, Dinghy Skipper Butterfly and Common Blue Butterfly (Photos from Peter Hyde), and Annual Parish Assembly.
Share your pet or Hamble photos for us to include in future newsletters! Send them to us via Facebook, or email them to danielle@smartmarketinguk.com

Turning to Hamble Airfield, we now have a date for the Oral 

Hearing in the Statutory Review: Tuesday 16 June. This 

represents the next critical step in this process, and we will 

share further details as soon as we have them – please keep 

an eye on our website, social media channels, noticeboards 

and the next newsletter.

On a lighter note, it is lovely to see the village pub cricket 

match making a reappearance on 7 June. All proceeds will 

be going to the Hamble Peninsular Residents' Group to help 

cover the costs they incurred in the fight against the quarry. 

It promises to be a great day, so please come along, show 

your support, and put your hands in your pockets for a very 

good cause.

At the time of going to print, I was very sad to hear of the 

death of Bill Pepper, who greatly contributed to village 

organisations and served on the Parish Council for 49 years. 

On behalf of the Council, I would like to express our sincere 

condolences to Bill's family and friends. We will pay a fuller 

tribute to Bill's significant impact on our community in the 

July newsletter.

Finally, we are still looking for one more councillor to join 

the team. No previous experience is needed – what matters 

is that you care about Hamble and can spare a few hours a 

month. The deadline for applications is 4 June, and you can 

find details on our website or by contacting Helen at the 

Parish Office.

As always, thank you for your continued support.

Cllr Chris Jones, Chair

There is a great deal to update you on this month, so let me 

start with some personal news. I am delighted to have been 

re-elected as Chair of the Parish Council for another 12 

months, with Cllr Simon Hand as Vice Chair. It is a privilege 

to serve the village, and I am looking forward to the year 

ahead.

It was a pleasure to welcome residents, community groups 

and local organisations to the Annual Parish Assembly on 6 

May at Hamble Primary School. The Community Showcase 

beforehand was a real highlight – it was wonderful to learn 

more about some of the organisations we are so fortunate to 

have in the village, and I would like to thank all the            

stallholders for giving up their time to take part.

The evening also saw the announcement of this year's      

Community Awards, which were once again a reminder of 

just how strong our community is. Congratulations to our 

winners – Emma Westmacott, the Mercury Hub, and Liam 

Taylor and Year 11 at The Hamble School – and to all those 

who were nominated. Choosing the winners was no easy task. 

Thank you to Helen and the team for organising such a 

successful evening, and to everyone who came along.

I would also like to congratulate Wetwheels Hamble on 

receiving the King's Award for Voluntary Service – the highest 

honour given to voluntary groups in the UK. Over the past 10 

years, their volunteers have enabled more than 15,000      

disabled people to enjoy life-changing experiences on the 

water. This recognition is thoroughly deserved.
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CELEBRATING OUR 2026 COMMUNITY 
AWARD WINNERS

This year's Annual Community Awards were announced at 

the Parish Assembly on 6 May, recognising the individuals 

and groups who have made an outstanding contribution to 

life in Hamble. The quality of nominations was once again 

exceptional, and the Council had a difficult task in     

choosing the winners. Every nominee has made a real 

difference to our village, and all would have been worthy 

winners.

The Individual Award was presented to Emma          

Westmacott, who has led the campaign against the 

proposed quarry at Hamble Airfield for many years as part 

of the Hamble Peninsular Residents' Group (HPRG). Emma 

has dedicated a huge amount of time to campaigning on 

behalf of the village, and her determination and              

persistence have been central to the community's response 

to the quarry threat. On receiving the award, Emma was 

keen to share it with the wider HPRG team, paying          

particular tribute to Matthew Waters, Jane Pyle, Rob 

Hillman, Tony Peter, Christian Walton and Jan Freeman as 

the core group who have driven the campaign alongside 

her, as well as to the many residents who have pulled 

together. As Emma put it, she would never have driven the 

campaign as hard without their support. It was a generous 

and fitting reflection of the community spirit that the awards 

are designed to celebrate.

The Group Award went to the Mercury Hub, recognised 

for the remarkable contribution its volunteers make to life in 

Hamble. The Hub is open six days a week and offers far 

more than a book exchange. From its games afternoons 

and book club to craft groups such as the Quilling Group 

and the Hamble Hookers, the Hub provides a warm, 

welcoming space where friendships are formed and 

residents of all ages can find company, support and         

activity. Volunteers give their time freely and tirelessly, and 

the Hub has also played an active role in village causes, 

including raising an impressive £1,277.30 to support the 

fight against the proposed quarry at Hamble Airfield. It is 

a true community asset, and this award recognises the 

many people who make it possible.

The Young Person's Award was presented to Liam Taylor 

and Year 11 at The Hamble School. Liam and his 

fellow students organised a charity football match entirely 

of their own initiative, raising just under £2,000 for       

Maggie's Centres, a charity supporting people affected by 

cancer. Liam took responsibility for securing the           

Headteacher's approval to use the school name, negotiated 

use of the Hamble Club ground, coordinated advertising 

and poster design, and arranged for staff to volunteer as 

match officials and team managers. The event also            

included a minute's silence in memory of a member of staff 

from The Hamble School who had recently passed away 

from cancer – a moment that showed real empathy and 

maturity. It was an impressive achievement and a credit to 

Liam, his classmates and the school.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT THE 
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

Thank you to everyone who came along to this year's 

Annual Parish Assembly on Wednesday 6 May at Hamble 

Primary School.

The evening began with a Community Showcase, giving 

local organisations the chance to set up stands and share 

information about what they do. It was a great opportunity 

for residents to find out more about the groups and services 

available in the village, and to meet some of the people 

behind them. Thank you to Hamble Valley Regatta, Hamble 

Flower Club, the Mercury Hub, Hamble Conservation 

Volunteers, Hamble Players, Hamble Good Neighbours 

and Hamble Lifeboat for taking part and representing the 

best of what our community has to offer.

The Assembly itself included the Chair's Annual Report 

from Cllr Chris Jones, covering the Council's work over the 

past year and priorities for the year ahead. If 

you were not able to attend, or would like to 

watch it again, a recording is available on 

YouTube: https://bit.ly/4dKmRL4

The highlight of the evening was the announcement of this 

year's Community Awards winners, celebrating the          

individuals and groups who go above and beyond for 

Hamble. You can read more about the winners and         

nominees below.

Thank you again to everyone who attended. The Assembly 

is your meeting, and we appreciate those who gave up 

their evening to be part of it. We look forward to seeing 

you again next year.



Players also supports local and national 

charities through ticket sale proceeds, 

including recent contributions to Hound 

Basics Food Bank and Simon Says.

Hamble Lifeboat was nominated for 

its outstanding commitment to both 

lifesaving and community engagement. 

As a fully independent lifeboat station, it 

relies entirely on local support, and the 

crew regularly give their time to school 

visits, community events, open days and 

water safety education. The lifeboat's 

visible, reassuring presence on the river 

is a source of pride and safety for the 

whole village.

Thank you to everyone who submitted a nomination, and to 

all the nominees for what they do for Hamble. We are 

already looking forward to the next Community Awards 

and hope even more of you will get involved – whether by 

nominating someone, supporting the event, or continuing 

the work that makes Hamble such a special place to live.
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The Council would also like to recognise all of this year's 

nominees, each of whom has contributed something        

valuable to the life of our village.

Peter Hyde was nominated for his tireless voluntary 

work, both as a member of the Hamble Conservation 

Volunteers and through his own daily efforts. Peter is a 

familiar sight around the village, carrying out litter-picking 

sweeps, reporting vandalism and fly-tipping, and          

maintaining bird boxes to protect local songbirds. His  

wildlife photography, regularly shared on social media, 

has helped raise awareness of the rare and visiting species 

found in and around Hamble.

Georgie Hand was nominated in recognition of her 

eight years as Chair of Hamble Good Neighbours. Georgie 

stepped into the role at a critical time, when the                 

organisation was struggling due to illness and a shortage 

of volunteers, and rebuilt it from the ground up. She      

modernised working practices, led the transition to digital 

record-keeping, recruited and supported volunteer drivers, 

and ensured the charity met current standards. During the 

pandemic, Georgie was instrumental in organising      

emergency support, including shopping deliveries and 

weekly companionship calls for isolated residents.

Maureen (Mo) Thomas was nominated for her work as 

a volunteer driver with Beacon Good Neighbours, helping 

residents who are unable to drive themselves to medical 

appointments. Mo is a caring and community-minded 

person who gives her time willingly. Even while awaiting a 

total knee replacement herself, she arranged for her 

husband Ian to take over the driving so that clients would 

not be let down.

In the Group category, Hamble Players was nominated 

for bringing the community together through affordable, 

inclusive theatre. With four productions a year and a 

much-loved annual pantomime, the group provides   

opportunities for people of all ages and backgrounds to get 

involved, whether on stage or behind the scenes. Hamble 

Winners and Nominees (left to right): Emma Westmacott, Mercury Hub, Liam Taylor
and Year 11 at Hamble School, Peter Hyde, Georgie Hand, Hamble Players, Hamble Lifeboat

CLOCK PERMITS AND DINGHY PARK 
SPACES STILL AVAILABLE

Foreshore Clock Permits for 2026 are still available. The 

permits allow Hamble residents to park for up to four hours 

per day in the Foreshore Car Park, and cost just £25 for the 

year – under 7p per day. You can collect an 

application form from the Parish Office or 

apply online at  https://bit.ly/3RmEFnQ.

A small number of Dinghy Park spaces are also still      

available in select sizes. Annual permits cost 

£215. To find out what is currently available 

or to apply, visit https://bit.ly/4fwi9Tp or 

contact the Parish Office on 023 8045 3422.



UPDATE FROM YOUR COUNCIL: WHAT 
WE'VE BEEN WORKING ON

• Line marking: Line marking 

has been carried out in the 

Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) 

and the car park, keeping both 

looking smart and clearly 

marked for the summer.

• Foreshore plaques: The 

Coronation Plaque and the 

Memorial Plaques on the     

Foreshore have been removed 

and taken away for renovation.

• Summer planting: The grounds team have been     

working alongside the Hamble Conservation             

Volunteers to plant flowers at the Foreshore and        

Coronation Parade, helping to keep the village looking 

colourful through the summer months.

PUBLIC ART PROJECT IN HAMBLE – 
COMING SOON

Eastleigh Borough Council has allocated funding from its 

public art budget for a new commission in Hamble. The 

money comes from developer contributions ring-fenced 

specifically for public art – it is not being funded by Parish 

Council money, nor your precept.

Over the coming weeks, the Parish Council will be           

consulting with the community on what this commission 

could look like, and we wanted to give you some notice so 

that you have time to think about it.

When people hear "public art," they often picture a bronze 

figure on a plinth. But it can be so much more than that, 

and we would encourage everyone to think broadly about 

what this could become.

Hamble has no shortage of stories to draw on. The         

Venerable Bede wrote about our double high tides over 

1,300 years ago. Seamen used to carve a mark on the 

door of St Andrew's Church before setting sail – and 

carved a cross when they returned safely. Some never did. 

Hamble built Spitfires, trained pilots, and was home to the 

ATA women who ferried aircraft across the country during 

the war. And more recently, Hamble's schoolchildren stood 

up at the quarry inquiry and spoke with a passion and 

clarity that moved everyone who heard them.

But this does not have to be about looking back. Hamble 

has always been a place people set out from – monks in 

720 AD, warships to Crécy, Spitfires during the war, pilots 

training, yachts racing. An installation could capture that 

sense of setting out, of beginnings, of what comes next. It 

could incorporate our schoolchildren's vision of what 

Hamble should look like in 2075 – their words, their    

drawings, their hopes for the future.

It could include a digital or interactive element – a QR code 

that unlocks stories from residents past and present, a 

sound installation triggered by movement or tide, or     

something that invites people to contribute over time, 

making the piece a platform rather than just an object. It 

could be something solar-powered that lights up at dusk, or 

tide-powered – a quiet demonstration that Hamble is    

thinking about its future relationship with the water and 

landscape around it. It could even be something that 
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evolves with the seasons, designed to weather and change 

over time, never quite finished – like the village itself.

Elsewhere in the country, communities have commissioned 

interactive installations that respond to tidal patterns, 

pieces that light up as people walk past, or functional 

designs – artistic seating, viewing structures, gathering 

points – that become part of daily life rather than        

something you walk past.

We could involve our schoolchildren, our sailing clubs and 

our local groups in the design or creation process, making 

it genuinely a community project. We could create      

something visitors come specifically to see, supporting our 

local pubs, restaurants and businesses. Or it could be 

something quieter and more personal.

Please look out for the consultation on our website, social 

media and noticeboards in coming weeks. We would 

rather take our time and get this right than rush into    

something that does not do justice to the village. Your ideas 

are welcome and wanted.



HAMBLE CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS 

We were delighted to be given the opportunity to display 

our activities on a stall at the recent Annual Parish Assembly 

held at Hamble Primary School. It was particularly useful to 

be able to share our experiences with other charity         

stallholders and raise our profile with Hamble residents. 

It was even more encouraging to find that one of our     

members was to receive an individual award for his efforts 

on behalf of the community during the last year. Many of 

you will have seen Peter Hyde carrying out his regular and 

thorough rubbish sweeps throughout the village, but may not 

be aware that he keeps an eye out for anything untoward 

such as storm damage or fly-tipping and reports it to the 

authorities. He maintains a range of bird boxes and displays 

his photos of sightings of unusual birds on social media.

Want to know more about us?

• Our annual programme of tasks is displayed on our    

website and on notice boards around the Common.

• When we meet: Mondays at 10am

• Where we meet:

▪ Parish tasks: Roy Underdown Pavilion, SO31 4RN

▪ Beach cleans & Eastleigh tasks: School Lane car 

park (if School Lane car park is closed, meet at 

Hamble Point Car Park.)

• Get in touch:

▪ Visit hambleconservationvolunteers.org.uk

▪ Email philiprawlinson123@btinternet.com

▪ Call 07810 453138

Hello Hamble Habitants.

I used to think that orthopaedic shoes were overrated… but 

I stand corrected.

Here we are already in the first summer month of June. In 

June, UK woods and gardens are vibrant with summer life, 

featuring blooming roses, fragrant honeysuckle, and active 

wildlife. Highlights include bustling bees, butterflies, newly 

fledged birds, and wildflowers like oxeye daisies. Regular 

readers of this column will be aware of my passion for 

biodiversity, and the Parish Council, with the help of our 

awesome volunteers, is striving to enhance and protect 

biodiversity within the Hamble-le-Rice parish. The grounds 

team are constantly adding more native species of trees, 

flowers, and shrubs in a concerted effort to encourage even 

more native wildlife into our village.

Speaking of wildlife, did you know that Britain has  

approximately 59 different species of butterflies, many of 

which, with a keen eye, you can spot throughout the year? 

This is something great to do if you also love bird spotting, 

as it nicely adds to your collection. However, their          

population is in decline due to the reduction in their natural 

habitat in addition to an increase in the use of chemicals. 

With their varied and vibrant colours, elegance and fragile 

natures, there will always be something utterly compelling 

about butterflies.

To ensure Hamble is blooming through the summer, the 

grounds team have been working alongside the Hamble 

Conservation Volunteers to plant hundreds of colourful 

flowers around the village, to fill the various planters and 

flowerbeds. Be sure to stop and spend 

a minute when you are passing one of 

these planters to enjoy the beauty they 

have to offer, and hopefully feel them 

lift your spirits and get in the mood for 

summer.

Dog owners in Hamble will readily testify to the many     

benefits of owning a dog, which include reduced stress, 

anxiety and depression, easing loneliness, encouraging 

exercise and playfulness, and even improving your          

cardiovascular health. Another positive benefit, on a more 

practical level, is being successfully trialled by the team at 

Canine Assisted Pest Eradication – a groundbreaking 
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project training detection dogs (previously used to detect 

underground water leaks) to use their extremely powerful 

noses to sniff out the tree pathogen Phytophthora ramorum, 

a disease that can kill more than 150 plant species.  

Following the success of the initial trials, Forest Research is 

now exploring the use of detection dogs to help combat 

other pests and diseases such as Ips typographus, also 

known as the eight-toothed spruce bark beetle, fulfilling 

commitments set out in the GB plant biosecurity strategy.

I tried organising a hide-and-seek tournament… but good 

players are hard to find.

Mark Cowley, Grounds Ranger



UPDATE FROM THE MERCURY LIBRARY 
AND COMMUNITY HUB

On 6 May, the Parish Council held a Community Showcase 

to recognise a variety of things that are going on behind 

the scenes in the village. This year, I am very pleased and 

proud to say that the group award was won by The       

Mercury Library and Community Hub. It is lovely to know 

that the work the volunteers do to keep The Hub alive is 

recognised and appreciated – well done all.

Our two latest Duke of Edinburgh students have now      

completed their volunteering hours. They were a joy to 

have at The Hub and we wish them well for the future; 

we’re looking forward to seeing you both back as visitors.

The Hub garden is starting to bloom. It is 

such a bonus to have a lovely outside 

area to sit in when the sun shines – 

thanks to Jan and her helpers for 

making this such a beautiful space.

We like to keep our stock of books nice and fresh, and we 

are lucky to have Anne Marie, who is constantly checking 

the shelves, so there is always something new to take home 

and enjoy. Why not try a new author for a change? You 

never know, you might be surprised and enjoy it.

We look forward to welcoming both current and new  

members.

HAMBLE LADIES' GROUP 

Who needs Gardeners' World when we 

have Belinda Hayes? Belinda, one of our 

members, came along and gave us a 

fantastic demonstration of how to do     

hanging baskets, outdoor pots and an 

indoor plant display, as well as giving us 

lots of tips to help us with our gardening. 

She made it all look so simple and not 

only kept us mesmerised watching her do 

the planting but also made us laugh with 

her chatter and funny stories. We had a 

packed house again, with a couple of 

visitors making the numbers up to nearly 

50. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.

Belinda does a lot of fundraising for The Rose Road Centre 

in Southampton, and she donated her fee to them. She 

auctioned off her baskets and pots and there was a lot of 

fun amongst the members during the bidding, with the 

proceeds also going to the Rose Road Centre. As you can 

see, the baskets and pots looked beautiful.

Our next meeting on 9 June is our Social Afternoon. We 

will be eating cake, drinking prosecco, playing silly games, 

doing some quizzing, and no doubt there will be lots of 

chatting and having fun – which is what it is all about. 2pm 

start in the Priory Centre, Hamble. Why not join us?

Bobby Conduit, 023 8045 3626

PS – No mugs required!

HAMBLE GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

Have you ever been worried about getting to the General 

Hospital or Royal South Hants Hospital, or even one of our 

local GP surgeries? Well, worry no more – Hamble Good 

Neighbours are here to help, with volunteer drivers ready 

to transport you stress-free to your appointment.

As a Good Neighbours volunteer driver, I get a lot of  

enjoyment from helping our mainly advancing-in-age 

clients. On the journey, we chat about family or travel 

experiences or anything else (but try to avoid politics!) – or 

if you prefer a quiet journey, that is OK as well.

For more information about becoming a volunteer driver, 

or to book a journey with Good Neighbours, see our    

website or call our co-ordinator Sarah on 0845 643 0371.

Ian Stephens

UPDATE FROM ST ANDREW'S CHURCH 

Well, summer is almost here (we hope) and the wedding 

season is upon us. Our vicar, the Rev Hayley Richens, really 

enjoys conducting these joyful occasions and she has 

several weddings booked for 2026 and 2027 – but there is 

always room in the diary for more. If you are getting 

married soon, or someone in your family is, why not give 

Hayley a call on 07742 457857? She would love to 

welcome you to our beautiful church for your happy day. 

To help keep your costs down, the Priory Centre hall is 

available at a very reasonable cost for your wedding 

breakfast. See the St Andrew's website for Priory Centre 

information, or call Ian on 07840 668012.

Our next All Age Service is on Sunday 28 June at 4pm. 

Why not come along for a short, light-hearted service for 

everyone, with tea and cakes afterwards?

COMMUNITY NEWS
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HAMBLE CLUB FOOTBALL CLUB: OUR 
BEST SEASON YET 

As Chair of Hamble Club, I 

am proud to reflect on the 

most successful season in the 

club's history. We finished 

second in the Wessex Premier League and added further 

silverware by winning the League Cup. This season has 

also highlighted the strength of the pathway within the club, 

with six Under-18 players making their mark in the first 

team throughout the year. Although we narrowly missed 

out on promotion, the foundations are firmly in place as we 

look ahead to next season with confidence.

HAMBLE-LE-RICE FLOWER CLUB

What a lovely demonstration we had in May, and thank 

you to all our members and guests who supported this 

event.

We meet in Hamble Memorial Hall every second Monday 

of the month at 1.30pm. Each month we have different 

activities, which include demonstrations by local, area and 

national flower arrangers, talks and practical sessions. We 

also have classes on some third Mondays of the month in 

the Roy Underdown Pavilion in Hamble.

On 8 June we will be holding a practical session called a 

"Tablescape." Imagine a table at a family party, wedding 

or even Sunday lunch, and down the middle are beautiful 

flowers and foliage. Instead of using small dishes or vases, 

there is a different kind of container, and everyone's 

display can stand alone or join together. Fancy having a 

go? Well, you can. You will need to phone Judy to book 

your spot. The cost (£15) includes everything apart from 

any foliage you may have in your garden. No foliage? That 

is not a problem, as most people bring too much anyway!

Join us too for the Flower Festival in St Mary's Church, 

Hound on Saturday and Sunday 13 and 14 June, 10am to 

4pm. £1 plus refreshments. Come and see how we interpret 

"Children's Rhymes, Poems and Stories."

For further information, please contact a member of the 

committee. We would love to see or hear from you.

Sheila Barker, Chair: 07729 733899

COMMUNITY NEWS
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HAMBLE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

The Society's next meeting will explore the inspiring story 

of Hamble's award-winning theatre group, Hamble      

Players, known for their exceptional productions. Founded 

with the aim of making theatre enjoyable for everyone, the 

group has become an active part of the village's arts scene.

With a commitment to excellence, they typically present 

four dynamic shows a year at Hamble Memorial Hall, with 

their beloved pantomimes drawing enthusiastic audiences. 

Their shows and rehearsals are held at the village hall, and 

they endeavour to create a welcoming and friendly    

atmosphere for everyone involved with their productions.

Members of the group will share the rich history of Hamble 

Players, their personal journeys and cherished memories 

from their time with the group. If you have enjoyed their 

captivating performances, you will gain insight into the 

dedication and creativity required to bring a production to 

life. It is not just the actors that make a show successful but 

the backstage and 

other support roles, 

so why not come 

along to find out what 

is involved?

The meeting will be on Thursday 4 June, 7.30pm, at the 

Memorial Hall (Rear Hall). New members and visitors are 

always welcomed! Our meeting fee is just £2. If you would 

like more information, please contact our secretary,      

Margaret Greenfield: 023 8045 4373.

Hamble Inclusive travel to Bruges to compete in an             

invitation-only tournament, proudly representing England 

on the international stage. Meanwhile, our youth section 

continues to grow, with four additional teams beginning 

their journey to becoming Monks. Our Under-18s also 

enjoyed a memorable FA Youth Cup run, progressing to the 

First Round Proper and showcasing the talent and spirit 

within the club.

Most importantly, we must recognise the people who are 

the heart of our football family – the parents, volunteers, 

managers, coaches and supporters. I would like to          

personally thank everyone connected with Hamble Club FC 

for helping to make this our best season yet. Your support, 

passion and commitment continue to drive the club 

forward, and together we look forward to building on this 

success in the years ahead.

A Dick Whittington pantomime.



HAMBLE PLAYERS: DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY

It is another busy period for Hamble Players. Here is what 

is happening in June and July at the Memorial Hall.

• 4 June, 7.30pm – Hamble History Society: "The History 

of Hamble Players" Members of the group will share 

the rich history of Hamble Players, their cherished 

memories, and you will gain insight into the dedication 

and creativity required to bring a production to life.

• 23–27 June – NUNS: A satire about three rebellious 

nuns and how they plot to overthrow the Mother         

Superior in order to establish smoking rights for    

themselves. Buy tickets at www.hambleplayers.co.uk.

• 23 July – Pantomime Script Read-Through: An informal 

read of the script for everyone to have a go at a part 

they might be interested in. Open to all – come along 

and give it a go!

• 30 July – Pantomime Auditions: The formal auditions 

for this year's pantomime, Treasure Island. Rehearsals 

start in September.

Loneliness Awareness Week takes place from 15 to 21 June 

this year, and while the word "loneliness" can feel like it 

applies to someone else, the reality is that most of us        

experience it at some point – whether after a bereavement, 

a change in circumstances, retirement, or simply during 

those weeks where you realise you have not had a proper 

conversation with anyone in days. One of the best things 

about living in a village like Hamble is that there are more 

doors open to you than you might think.

The Mercury Hub is open six days a week and is far more 

than a book exchange. There are games afternoons, a 

book club, craft groups and a warm welcome from the 

volunteers – and you do not need to be a "member" to walk 

in. The Hamble Ladies' Group meets on the second Tuesday 

of each month at the Priory Centre, and visitors are always 

welcome. The Hamble Flower Club meets on the second 

Monday at the Memorial Hall. St Andrew's Church holds 

regular services and runs the Place 2B coffee mornings at 

the Priory Centre. Hamble Good Neighbours can help with 

transport to appointments if getting out and about is the 

barrier.

LONELINESS AWARENESS WEEK: 15-21 JUNE
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Upcoming Parish 
Council Meetings at 
Roy Underdown 
Pavilion

Full Council Meeting
Monday 8 June, 7pm

Planning Committee 
Meeting
Monday 22 June, 7pm

Asset Management 
Committee
Monday 6 July, 7pm

All Council meetings are open 

to the public. Agendas are 

published on the Hamble Parish 

Council website in advance of 

each meeting.

Loneliness Awareness 
Week 

15 – 21 June 

Regatta Dance

4 July 

At Hamble Village Hall.

Slipway Cleaning 

18 June 

Father’s Day 

21 June 

UPCOMING DATES

Hamble Village Pub 
Cricket 

7 June
11am – 5pm 

At Roy Underdown Pavilion 

Playing Fields, with a bar and 

BBQ hosted by The Bugle, plus a 

raffle on the day.

Sometimes it is even simpler than joining a group. Next 

time you are at the Foreshore, take a seat on the Ray   

Sedgwick Friendship Bench – it is there for exactly this 

reason; a place to sit and say hello to whoever sits down 

next to you. Pop into one of the village cafes or pubs for a 

coffee. A small conversation with a familiar face can make 

more of a difference than you might expect.

If you are not sure what is going on locally, the Facebook 

groups Hamble le Rice is Nice, Hamble Events and Hamble 

Neighbours are a good place to start. They are friendly, 

active, and regularly share details of events and         

get-togethers happening in the village.

Loneliness Awareness Week is run by the Marmalade Trust, 

and this year marks the campaign's tenth anniversary. 

Their message is a simple one: loneliness is a normal 

human experience, and connection is the answer. In 

Hamble, we are fortunate to have a community full of 

people and groups ready to welcome you. The hardest part 

is usually just turning up.

 


