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WELCOME TO YOUR LATEST NEWSLETTER!

Greenshank and Black-tailed Godwit (Photos from Peter Hyde), Allotment Facelift and Plums, Hedgehog and Moo the dog (Photos from Amanda Falussy).
Share your pet or Hamble photos for us to include in future newsletters! Send them to us via Facebook, or email them to danielle@smartmarketinguk.com

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS

023 8045 3422 hambleparishcouncil.gov.uk clerk@hambleparishcouncil.gov.uk @hamblepc

In better news, I’m pleased to report that we’ve recently 

been awarded two grants: one for new toddler play  

equipment at Mount Pleasant, and another for the addition 

of pickleball court lines at the MUGA at Roy Underdown 

Pavilion. Both projects came about through local           

suggestions and community votes, showing once again 

how active and engaged our residents are in shaping 

village life.

At this time of year, our focus turns to a few important 

matters – firstly, Remembrance.  One of the greatest     

privileges of being Chair of the Parish Council is            

representing Hamble at these events to pay our respects to 

those who have given their lives, or whose lives have been 

irrevocably changed, in the defence of our country.

We are also beginning work on the 2026/27 budget, 

setting priorities for the year ahead. If you would like to 

understand more about how we make these decisions or to 

contribute your views, please do come along to our next 

Full Council meetings on 10 November and 8 December.

Finally, in the coming months we’ll be restarting work on 

the Parish Plan, which will help us define what we want the 

“Hamble of the Future” to look like, specifically in terms of 

recreation and green spaces, planning and development, 

business and employment, and the environment.

Before I close, I’d like to extend warm congratulations to 

our Clerk, Helen, who has been awarded Highly         

Commended in the Hampshire Association of Local    

Councils Awards 2025 – a particularly impressive 

achievement given that Helen has been in post for just two 

years.

Cllr Chris Jones, Chair

It has been a significant and difficult month for Hamble 

following the outcome of the Planning Inquiry into the 

proposed quarry at Hamble Airfield. As many of you will 

now know, the Inspector granted permission for the   

development to go ahead – a decision that has caused 

huge disappointment and concern throughout our         

community.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I want to extend sincere 

thanks to everyone who has contributed to the campaign 

over the past four years. Particular recognition must go to 

the Hamble Peninsular Residents’ Group (HPRG) for the 

extraordinary amount of time, energy, and                     

professionalism they have devoted to representing local 

views and preparing evidence throughout the process. The 

community response has been outstanding, and the         

decision to approve Cemex’s application was made 

despite the considerable strength of the case put forward.

We are now taking detailed advice from our legal team to 

understand the options available to us. Once we have a 

full picture of what a potential Statutory Review might 

involve – including likely costs and the prospects of success 

– we will consider appropriate next steps, taking the    

community’s views into account. We are very aware that 

the Parish Council’s main source of funding comes from the 

community, through the portion of Council Tax (around 

5%) that supports local services. It is therefore essential 

that we weigh up carefully whether a legal challenge has 

a realistic chance of success.  If the quarry development 

does go ahead, we will still need resources to hold Cemex 

to account in meeting the conditions attached to the    

planning consent – such as limits on HGV movements 

along Hamble Lane and restrictions on working hours – so 

the question is how best to allocate our resources.
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UPDATE FROM YOUR COUNCIL: 
WHAT WE’VE BEEN WORKING ON    

• Councillors Chris Jones and Andy Thompson (with 

support from the Parish Council team) have completed 

the annual inspection of the parish footpaths, checking 

routes for accessibility, safety, and maintenance issues.

• We have reinstated the handrail at the Foreshore with 

help from Councillor Ian Underdown.

• Dinghy Park Disposal Notices were recently issued and 

have proved successful. We would like to thank all 

those who have contributed to the effective             

management of the park.

• A slipway clean was completed in early October.

HAMBLE AIRFIELD QUARRY PLANNING 
INQUIRY – OUTCOME AND NEXT STEPS 

As many of you will be aware, following the Planning 

Inquiry held earlier this year, the Planning Inspector has 

granted permission for the quarry at Hamble Airfield to 

proceed.

This is extremely disappointing news for everyone in our 

community – especially those who have worked tirelessly 

over the last 4+ years to oppose the plans. This outcome is 

not what any of us wanted, and we share the community’s 

deep concern about the impact this development will have 

on Hamble and the surrounding area.

As your Parish Council, we are now working closely with 

the Hamble Peninsular Residents’ Group (HPRG) and our 

legal team to analyse the Inspector’s decision 

in detail and to consider the options available 

to us. If you would like to read the full report, 

you can find it here: https://bit.ly/4qrFlFy94

There is now only one possible legal route of challenge 

open to us – a Statutory Review in the High Court. This 

process is similar to a Judicial Review but follows a specific 

legal procedure for planning decisions.

A Statutory Review can only be brought forward on legal 

grounds – that is, if it can be demonstrated that the    

Planning Inspector did not properly apply all the rules and 

regulations in reaching his decision. If grounds were found 

to challenge the Inspector’s ruling, the Statutory Review 

process could be initiated by Hamble Parish Council on 

behalf of the village and take up to two years to conclude. 

If the Review found in our favour, the Inquiry process would 

be re-run by the Planning Inspectorate – but the quarry 

application could still ultimately be approved. We are 

taking advice on the costs and risks of such a step and will 

consider our options once these are known.

During this process, there will be no opportunity to submit 

more objections, lobby decision-makers, or further protest 

against the application. The Review will only consider the 

material already presented to the Inquiry.  As a community, 

we can no longer influence the decision that has been 

made, other than through a Statutory Review. 

Despite this setback, we have already achieved an       

enormous amount to date. HPRG has recruited some world 

experts and authored thousands of pages of evidence. The 

wider community submitted over 5,700 formal objections – 

a remarkable demonstration of local concern and unity. 

HPRG, the schools, residents, businesses, sports/social 

clubs, and the Parish Council presented a strong,     

well-evidenced case throughout the planning application 

process, supported by the ongoing engagement and      

participation of our community.   This decision has been 

made in spite of the determined and coordinated efforts 

of the community, and everyone involved should be proud 

of the commitment shown to protecting Hamble.

It is important that we celebrate the determination and hard 

work of everyone involved in opposing a quarry in the 

middle of our village. It never was and never will be an 

acceptable location for a quarry. However, the situation 

has now changed. What was a hypothetical possibility of a 

quarry is now a certain reality unless we can find another 

way of stopping it or at least delaying it.   

We will continue to keep the community informed as we 

work with our legal team to determine the most appropriate 

next steps – please keep an eye on our website and social 

media channels for updates.
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MOUNT PLEASANT PLAY AREA:
YOUR VOTES ARE IN!    

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in our recent 

community vote to help choose new play equipment for 

Mount Pleasant.

Following the wider play area refurbishment earlier this 

year, we were given the opportunity to apply for grant 

funding to include something new for younger children. As 

part of this exercise, we asked the community to vote for 

their favourite option from three designs.

We’re delighted to share that Option 1 – the Large Toddler 

Multiplay – was the clear winner, receiving 68% of the 107 

votes cast.

Even better news – our grant application has been 

approved by Eastleigh Borough Council, which means we 

can go ahead with installing the new toddler multiplay.

We’re now awaiting confirmation from our contractor on 

equipment lead times so we can set an installation date. 

We hope the work will be completed before Christmas, 

although this will depend on delivery and scheduling.

We’ll continue to share updates on our website and social 

media channels once dates are confirmed.

Thank you again to everyone who took part and shared 

their views – it’s great to see the community helping to 

shape improvements to local spaces.  

MAINTENANCE AND GROUNDS
OPERATIVE WANTED     

Hamble Parish Council is looking for a proactive, hands-on 

team member to help maintain our village spaces, facilities, 

and community assets.

This varied role will involve helping to ensure that the 

public areas in the Council’s care are well maintained, 

support local wildlife, and are managed for the benefit of 

everyone in the community.

Responsibilities include carrying out small general        

maintenance tasks on buildings and assets, assisting with 

the appointment and supervision of contractors for larger 

jobs, and providing a caretaking service across the Parish 

Council’s facilities – such as opening and closing sites, 

cleaning, and supporting health and safety checks and 

compliance inspections.

If you enjoy working outdoors and want to play a part in 

keeping Hamble looking its best, this could be the perfect 

opportunity for you.

For more information and how to apply, 

please visit https://bit.ly/4ozG6dW. 

Closing Date:  Friday 7 November 2025

HAMBLE REMEMBRANCE, 2025     

Details have now been confirmed for this year’s                

Remembrance services in Hamble.

Sunday 9 November

A Service of Remembrance will be held at 9.30am at St. 

Andrew’s Church, followed by a gathering at the War 

Memorial at 10.45am.  The minute’s silence will commence 

at 11am.

Tuesday 11 November

An Armistice Day Civic Ceremony will take place at the 

Hamble War Memorial, with a minute’s silence at 11am. 

The service is likely to begin at around 10.45am.



PICKLEBALL LINES COMING TO THE 
MUGA AT ROY UNDERDOWN 
PAVILION    

We’re pleased to share that Hamble Parish Council has 

been awarded grant funding to add pickleball lines to one 

of the Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs) at the Roy          

Underdown Pavilion.

This improvement follows a request from a local pickleball 

group and will allow the courts to be used for this             

increasingly popular sport.  Pickleball is one of the UK’s 

fastest-growing activities, with an estimated 35,000     

players nationwide and a 58% increase in venues across 

England over the past year.

The funding covers the installation of the court markings 

only – the pickleball groups using the facility will provide 

their own nets when playing. Work to add the new lines is 

expected to take place over the coming weeks, weather and 

contractor availability permitting.

We’re delighted to be able to support another way for 

residents to enjoy being active and making use of our local 

sports facilities.
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RANGER’S REMARKS

Hello Hamble Habitants. 

I’ve got to admit it wasn’t easy getting over my addiction to 

the hokey-cokey… but I’ve turned myself around and that’s 

what it’s all about.

With the return of the cooler wetter weather, a lovely stroll 

through the woods, pastures, or parks of Hamble will have 

the added bonus of the annual emergence of a huge variety 

of fungi.

Fungi are one of the most diverse organisms on Earth and 

contribute to many aspects of life as we know it. They’re the 

most populous kingdom on the planet – an estimated 

3.8million fungi exist worldwide – and yet, more than 90% 

of them are currently unknown to science. Strange as it 

sounds, some mushrooms are bioluminescent – meaning 

they emit light!

A fungus is neither plant nor animal and belongs to its own 

‘fungi kingdom’. But, genetically speaking, they’re more 

closely related to animals than plants. Like us, they ‘breathe 

in’ oxygen and give out CO2. Unlike plants, they don’t 

need sunlight to reproduce. Instead, they rely on other 

organisms for food – just like animals. Also, their cell walls 

contain chitin, which is found in the exoskeletons of insects, 

the shells of crustaceans, and the beaks of octopuses.

Sure, we’ve a lot less in common with a toadstool than a 

chimp. But next time you’re tucking into mushrooms and 

thinking about how meaty they taste, don’t be too 

surprised. They’re closer to animal life than most people 

think. 

Last month the grounds team started work alongside 

Hamble Valley Tree Services on reducing the large area of 

invasive laurel along the stream in Mercury Gardens.  This 

necessary work was carried out in response to the Parish 

Council’s recent official tree survey and a separate parish 

biodiversity action plan.

Cherry laurel is bad for biodiversity because it is an         

invasive, fast-growing, evergreen plant that out-competes 

native species by shading them out, creating dense        

monocultures with little value to wildlife. This prevents 

native woodland plants from growing and disrupts the 

ecosystem. Its berries are spread by birds, and its foliage 

and seeds contain toxic cyanide compounds that are  

harmful to animals. 
  

Now is the perfect time of year to give bird boxes a 

thorough clean. When you’re sure they are no longer  

occupied, you need to get rid of any parasites (or their 

eggs) before a new family of birds can move in,             

particularly as these unwelcome guests can be very harmful 

to chicks and their chances of survival. While birds will 

clean bird boxes themselves before nesting, it’s best to 

make sure they’re completely clear.  Use boiling water to 

kill any parasites and let the box dry out thoroughly before 

replacing the lid. Insecticides and powders must not be 

used.

I call it a lift; however, my American friend calls it an  

elevator… I guess we were raised differently. 

Mark Cowley, Grounds Ranger
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RIVER RAT HAMBLE

• 18 December: Christmas Quiz night with Dan

• 19 December: Christmas party night from £29.95pp, 

includes arrival fizz

• 20 December: Live music night with Chris Holden

• 21 December: Festive afternoon tea with live music

• Open Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day

CHRISTMAS MENUS
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FORESHORE CLOCK PERMITS     

Each year the Council sells permits for the Foreshore Car 

Park which allow permit-holders 4 hours of free parking, 

365 days a year. 200 permits are available on a first come, 

first serve basis. 

The annual parking permit charge for 2026 will remain at 

£25 – less than 7p per day. Any changes to the hourly 

parking charges in The Square will be in line with Eastleigh 

Borough Council’s charges. 

Parking permits will be on sale online from Monday 1 

December at hambleparishcouncil.gov.uk/clock-permit. 

Permits will be available to collect from the 

Parish Office from Tuesday 2 December. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to post permits. 

The office is open on Tuesday and Friday, from 9am to 

1pm, and Wednesday and Thursday from noon to 5pm. 

Please use the front door when visiting the office.

2 COURSES £32.50 | 3 COURSES £38.50

V- Vegetarian   |  VG - Vegan  |  GF - Gluten Free

THE KING & QUEEN 
CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2025 

Complimentary glass of sherry on arrival

STARTERS
Chicken Liver & Brandy Parfait with Chutney

Served with Toasted Sourdough Bread  
from Silly Leg Bakery

Christmas Cracker Seafood Taco
Prawn, Crab & Avo Taco

Mushroom & Tru�e Soup (V)
Served with Crusty Bread & Butter

Roasted Beetroot, Caramelised Pear &  
Roquefort Stack (GF, V)

Dressed with Walnuts & a Balsamic Glaze

 MAINS
Roast Turkey OR Roast Beef
Served with Roasted Potatoes,  

Gravy & all the Christmas Trimmings

Con�t of Duck (GF)
Served with Dauphinoise Potatoes, 

Red Cabbage & a Port Reduction

Cod Orzo
Baked Cod with Chorizo, Peas, Orzo Pasta & Yogurt

Rib Eye Steak (add £5)(GF)
Triple Cooked Chips, Grilled Tomato,  

Salad & Garlic Butter

K&Q Veggie Stack (V, GF)
Layered Roasted veg with Halloumi cheese,  

�eld mushrooms, drizzled with melted Mozzarella  
(No cheese makes it Vegan)

 DESSERTS
Traditional Christmas  

Pudding & Brandy Sauce

Strawberry Cheesecake

Baileys Chocolate Mousse

Trillionaire’s Tart (GF, VG)
Chocolate Pastry Case, To�ee  
Sauce & Chocolate Ganache

Pistachio Semifreddo
A Crumb Base Topped with 

White Chocolate Curls



COMMUNITY NEWS

HAMBLE LE RICE FLOWER CLUB      

Our next meeting on 10 November will be a                 

Christmas-themed practical. Contact us for details if you 

wish to come and join us to make a Christmas-themed 

decoration.

Our Christmas Wreath Workshop will be held on Saturday 

29 November, from 1–4pm. You can choose between a 

traditional door wreath or a swag. The cost will be £50, 

which includes all materials and refreshments – and you 

can enjoy a glass of prosecco while you work! 

Spaces are limited and fill quickly, so please contact Judy 

Raponi on 07732 553001 or email (address below) for 

details or to book your space.

We’re a friendly bunch! If you’re interested in coming 

along to any of our meetings or have any questions, please 

contact us at info.hambleflowerclub@gmail.com. We meet 

on the second Monday of each month at Hamble Memorial 

Hall at 1.30pm and welcome all visitors. 

Rosie Skeats, Chairman 6

Chicken liver and peppercorn parfait, 
mulled wine spiced pear chutney, toasted sourdough

Smoked salmon, cream cheese and chive roulade, pickled cucumber and caper salad

Spiced parsnip soup, crème fraiche, toasted seeds

Aged balsamic roasted beetroot and goats cheese tart, 
candied walnuts, dressed winter leaves

Slow roasted turkey breast, 
cranberry stu ng, pig in blanket, roast potatoes, carrot and swede mash, gravy

Roast sirloin of beef,
 roast potatoes,  Yorkshire pudding buttered greens, port wine gravy

Pan fried South Coast hake llet,  
crab and chilli croquettes, creamed leeks, mussel and thyme cream

Wild mushroom, chestnut and spinach Wellington, 
roast potatoes, buttered greens, vegetable gravy

Bottomless sautéed sprouts for the table

Traditional Christmas pudding, brandy sauce

Sherry tri e, winter berries, vanilla custard, cream

Dark chocolate and salted caramel torte, 
clotted cream, white chocolate shards

British cheese selection, biscuits, grapes , chutney

Two couses £22.00, three courses £27.00 

PIZZA

WITH
COMRADE

SANTA
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HAMBLE LADIES GROUP     

He came, and he conquered the ladies at our meeting on 

Tuesday 14 October! I’m talking about Alun Newman from 

BBC Radio Solent, who had us all laughing from the 

moment he stepped through the door until the minute he 

said goodbye. What a fun afternoon we had as he           

entertained us with a brief history of his career and a lively 

game of “Give Us a Clue” – a game he plays on his radio 

show every day.

Alun has been visiting different groups around the Solent 

area as part of what he calls his “World Tour.” He’s been to 

Netley, Sholing, Romsey, and Bramshaw, to name just a 

few, and it sounds as though every group has enjoyed a 

fun-filled afternoon in his company. Alun’s programme on 

Radio Solent runs from 6am to 10am each day and is full 

of local topics, phone-ins, quizzes, and plenty of laughter.

Alun began his career as a car mechanic before becoming 

a youth worker. He later worked for LV= in Bournemouth, 

wrote a few sitcoms, tried his hand at stand-up comedy, 

and eventually joined the BBC Training Scheme. The rest, 

as they say, is history — he started as a reporter and then 

moved into radio here in Southampton.

A big thank you to Alun for 

coming along and entertaining 

us for the afternoon. The photo 

shows Rose Pulford, winner of 

the quiz, and Alun Newman.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 

11 November when we have 

'Bursledon Bells' coming along.  

Our meetings start at 2pm and are held in the Priory 

Centre, Hamble.  Why not join us?  You will be more than 

welcome. 

P.S. Don't forget your mugs!

Bobby Conduit, 

02380 453626
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HAMBLE PLAYERS ANNOUNCE 
EXCITING 2026 SEASON      

Hamble Players are celebrating another successful year 

following a wide variety of productions in 2025. Thanks to 

all our wonderful patrons who have given rave reviews and 

laughed and cried with us as we “bring joy through         

storytelling”.

Please find below our calendar of of performances for the 

first half of 2026:

Tuesday 24 – Saturday 28 March 2026: 

Darkness Falls – A Double Bill of Supernatural 

Tales

In The Monkey’s Paw, a family is granted three wishes — all 

of which come true, but in macabre and unexpected ways.

In The Dark, a successful and ambitious novelist meets his 

Mephistopheles and is dispatched to a sinister fate.

Tuesday 30 June – Saturday 4 July 2026: Nuns 

– A Satire

A two-act satire about three rebellious Nuns and how they 

plot to overthrow the mother superior to establish smoking 

rights for themselves.

Full details and ticket information for all 

performances will be available soon at 

www.hambleplayers.co.uk.

HAMBLE CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS     

One of our annual tasks is to help the Parish Council’s 

grounds rangers maintain the Foreshore benches which are 

popular but suffer from heavy use and challenging    

weather.  The iconic circular oak bench always requires 

special attention.  This year it needed more than the usual 

sanding down and varnishing as it was showing signs of 

rot in places. Fortunately, we have the expertise in the team 

to carry out high quality repairs and the bench is now back 

to pristine condition.

Want to know more?

Our annual programme of tasks is 

displayed on our website and on notice 

boards

Visit hambleconservationvolunteers.org.uk

Email philiprawlinson123@btinternet.com

Call 07810 453138



UPCOMING DATES

COMMUNITY NEWS

UPDATE FROM THE MERCURY 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY & HUB     

On 18 October, The Hub held a coffee morning in aid of 

Wet Wheels, a well-known organisation that provides such 

a positive experience for people. They are widely            

recognised for their support of disabled people,  including 

those with complex disabilities, giving them access to the 

sea in a safe and enjoyable way. We had a very interesting 

talk from one of the volunteers, and her passion for Wet 

Wheels was clear to see. I am delighted to say that we 

raised £400 for the charity. Thank you to everyone who 

attended for your generosity and support.

I am pleased to say that our Wednesday morning opening 

hours have reverted to 10am–1pm, and our Wednesday 

afternoon hours are now 3pm–5pm. This means that Roy is 

still on hand to give free IT advice to anyone who has a 

problem they can’t fix.

For those of you who bring your little ones along to 

Shirley’s Storytelling Sessions, I’m sorry to say that the 

session on 31st October was her last. We would like to say 

a big thank you to Shirley for giving up her time and 

making her sessions so enjoyable.

Finally, keep an eye on our Facebook page and notices 

around The Hub for details of our free children’s Christmas 

craft session. The date is yet to be confirmed, but there will 

be plenty of festive fun activities to enjoy!

Upcoming Parish 
Council Meetings at 
Roy Underdown 
Pavilion

Asset Management 
Committee Meeting
Monday 3 November, 7pm

Full Council Meeting
Monday 10 November, 7pm

Planning Committee 
Meeting
Monday 24 November, 7pm

Christmas Fayre

8 November
10am – 12pm

At the Royal Southern Yacht Club.

Remembrance Sunday
9 November

9.30am

Remembrance Sunday service at 

St. Andrews.

10.50am

11am silence at Hamble War 

Memorial.

Armistice Day Civic 
Ceremony
11 November

10.50am

11am silence at Hamble War 

Memorial.

Hamble Christmas 
Market

29 November
10am – 12pm

At Hamble Primary School.

Contribution Deadlines

December/January Edition:

17 November

February Edition: 

19 January

If you have something that you 

would like to contribute or are 

interested in advertising in the 

newsletter, please get in touch – 

danielle@smartmarketinguk.com.

Hamble Club FC 
Firework Night

1 November
Open from 6pm, 
fireworks from 8pm

At Hamble Club Football Club.

Hamble Illuminations

5 November
Open from 4.30pm

At Hamble Primary School.

HAMBLE LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY:  
HAMBLE PAST AND 
PRESENT     

At the next Society meeting, Ian 

Underdown will be giving an 

illustrated talk and launching 

an accompanying booklet that 

shows how Hamble looked 

years ago compared to the 

present day.

It includes notable old buildings such as the Olde House, 

Portland House, Manor House, and Hamble Cliff House, 

plus shops Lankaster & Crook and Bevis’ Newspaper & 

Confectionery. The change in transport is also shown – 

including buses, railway, ferry, and airfield – as well as 

schools, doctors’ surgeries, and the fire brigade. Other 

important parts of Hamble are illustrated, and the          

significant marine locations such as the Foreshore, Port 

Hamble North Yard, and Hamble Point are not left out.

The booklet will first be available at this talk at a cost of 

only £4. After this, you will be able to buy it from the Post 

Office at Coronation Parade.

The meeting will be on Thursday 6 November at 7.30pm, 

in the Memorial Hall (Rear Hall). New members and visitors 

are always welcome! The meeting fee is just £2. If you 

would like more information, please contact our secretary, 

Margaret Greenfield, on 023 8045 4373.


