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WELCOME TO YOUR SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER!

Adonis Blue Butterfly, Yellow Butterfly, and Chalk Hill Blue Butterfly (photos by Peter Hyde).
Share your pet or Hamble photos for us to include in future newsletters! Send them to us via Facebook, or email them to danielle@smartmarketinguk.com

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS

023 8045 3422 hambleparishcouncil.gov.uk clerk@hambleparishcouncil.gov.uk @hamblepc

be to build an annual “fighting fund” into the Parish 
precept – around £50,000 per year – that could be used 
to challenge any future proposals.

If we are unsuccessful and the appeal is allowed, there will 
still be important work to do. A significant sum of money 
will be needed for cameras and protocols to help ensure 
Cemex abides by the conditions of the quarrying 
agreement, such as limits on HGV numbers and operating 
hours.  For now, we must wait for the Inspector’s decision 
and will share updates with the community as soon as we 
know more.

However, I would like to say again how proud I am of the 
efforts of the Hamble Peninsular Defence Group, made up 
of representatives from the Parish Council and Hamble 
Peninsular Residents’ Group, as well as of our school 
children and wider community who have all given so much 
time and energy to this process over the last 3 years. 

To thank everyone for their support, we are planning a 
Village Picnic on Friday 26 September at Roy Underdown 
Pavilion. This will be a relaxed, bring-your-own gathering 
with music, games, and activities, and a chance for us to 
celebrate the community spirit that makes Hamble so 
special.  I hope many of you will be able to join us. 

In the meantime, here’s to making the most of the rest of 
the summer and I look forward to seeing many of you 
around the village in the weeks to come.
 

Chris Jones, Chair 

We’ve been lucky with the weather this summer, and 
Hamble has certainly made the most of it! 

The Foreshore has been busy with families, friends, and 
visitors enjoying the river, and it has been lovely to see our 
green spaces so full of life. The sunshine has really shown 
our village at its best.

I was saddened to hear of the recent loss of Ray Sedgwick, 
Hamble’s ferryman for more than 60 years. Ray was a 
much-loved local character whose knowledge of the river 
and its people was second to none. His dedication to the 
village and the countless memories he created for residents 
and visitors alike will not be forgotten.

Following an idea from a resident and a suggestion from 
our senior groundsman, we intend to introduce a new 
Friendship Bench on the green at the Foreshore. Painted 
partly pink in honour of Ray’s long service with the Pink 
Ferry, and placed beneath the shade of a tree, the Ray 
Sedgwick Friendship Bench will be a place for people to 
pause, chat, and remember him.

The quarrying application for Hamble Airfield continues to 
be a concern for us all. The Inquiry has now finished, with 
closing statements made and the Inspector’s decision 
expected in the autumn. As things stand, the village faces 
two possible outcomes: either the appeal is dismissed, or it 
is allowed. If we are successful and the appeal is 
dismissed, we will need to think carefully as a community 
about what we want to do next. It is likely that new 
applications will follow in the future, so one option might 



2

THE LOSS OF A 
WELL-KNOWN HAMBLE 
CHARACTER   

It is sad to report the death of Ray 

Sedgwick on 29 June, aged 88, 

Hamble’s ferryman for over 60 years.   Following the news 

of his passing, a huge number of tributes were shared on 

Facebook, reflecting the affection and respect in which he 

was held. Many spoke of his warmth, his contribution to the 

community, and their fond memories of family journeys on 

the ferry.  

Ray had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the river, its 

characters and yachts. Ray helped his grandfather, Alf 

Dornom, with his boat business based on Hamble 

Foreshore after the Second World War, until Alf retired.  He 

then assisted the old ferryman Jack Bevis with the Hamble 

to Warsash Ferry. 

After completing his apprenticeship as a toolmaker at a 

local aircraft factory in 1958, he took over the ferry and 

became the full-time ferryman.  This meant getting up at 

5.45am to take the first ferry passengers across at 6.50am 

to work at the local factories and educational 

establishments in an open wooden boat, as well as 

returning them at the end of the day.  

He ran the ferry in all weathers with his only day off during 

the year being Christmas Day.  He improved the ferry over 

the years and increased the number of ramblers, cyclists, 

yachtsmen, and visitors using it.  

When he retired as full-time in 2001, he continued to work 

as ferryman at weekends and busy times until he reached 

the age of 83 and had completed 62 years of service.

During this time, he helped many local youngsters with 

their boating activities, some of whom became successful in 

the marine industry.  Ray was a well-known and much 

valued Hamble character who had served the community 

exceedingly well over the years.  He will be greatly missed.

Contribution from Councillor Ian Underdown

HAMBLE PARISH 
COUNCIL SUMMER 
ROUND-UP

Over the summer, the Parish Council 

team has been busy with repairs, improvements to assets, 

and even a little celebrating! 

Here are just a few of the things we’ve been working on 

around the village:

• The fallen tree by Heather Gardens has been 

transformed into tree seats.

• The roof on the changing rooms at Mount Pleasant has 

now been repaired.

• The white gate in Hamble has been repainted.

• A new bollard has been installed at Mount Pleasant to 

prevent trespassers.

• Benches at Roy Underdown Pavilion have been 

repainted.

• The bench at Spitfire Way has been cleaned and 

painted.

• A new ‘you and me’ swing has been added to the play 

area at Mount Pleasant.

• Sasha, our Deputy Clerk, took part in Cowes Week – 

and came third!

Thank you to everyone who has played a part in helping to 

keep Hamble looking its best this summer.

COUNCIL NEWS

JOIN US FOR HAMBLE’S VILLAGE 
PICNIC!

Pack your picnic blankets, food, and drinks, and come 

along to Hamble’s Village Picnic, from 4pm-8pm, 

Friday 26 September. This is a bring your own event – 

we’ll provide the space, music, games, and activities, and 

you bring the food and fun! 

The picnic is a chance to:

• Say thank you to everyone for your support during the 

Hamble Airfield planning application process.

• Share a quick update on what might happen next with 

the Airfield, depending on the outcome of the planning 

inquiry.

• Give local groups, clubs, and businesses a chance to 

showcase what they do.

• Most of all, it’s about bringing the whole village 

together to relax, chat, and enjoy an 

afternoon/evening as a community.

If you’re a local business and would like to get involved, 

please get in touch.  Otherwise, keep an eye on our 

website, social media, and noticeboards for full details.
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RANGER’S REMARKS     

Hello Hamble Habitants.

I recently got a job hanging mirrors… It was just something 

I could see myself doing.

You are never too old to learn, as this job constantly shows 

me. Hamble really is a great place to venture out and 

explore, and being part of the grounds team means we get 

to spend most of our working day managing it and keeping 

it looking the best it can. One of the useful and satisfying 

things to do when spending a lot of time outside is to 

download various helpful apps to your phone that will 

improve both your enjoyment and knowledge of your 

surroundings. For me these currently include plant, bird 

song, and insect identification apps. I highly recommend 

these not only as a great way to learn about some of the 

sights and sounds we take for granted every day, but also 

to enjoy our beautiful countryside that little bit more. 

I will start using a fungi identification app once the 

autumnal weather produces favourable growing conditions 

for them, and will be able to educate myself on their 

often-fascinating properties. Education is so important to 

getting the most out of every situation we find ourselves 

in... although it can land you in hot water. When I was a 

young boy a popular phrase at our house after one of my 

parents uttered a profanity or swear word was “excuse my 

French”. I'll never forget my first day at school when my 

teacher asked if any of us knew any French...!

Over recent months, the Council has planted several plants, 

trees, and flowers around the village. These invariably 

require regular watering to keep them at their best, 

especially over the hot summer months we’ve experienced 

this year. Foreseeing longer dryer spells in the future, the 

Parish Council has installed large rainwater collection 

tanks at the College Playing Fields and the Lifeboat Station 

on the Foreshore. These are to collect and store rainwater 

so that it can be used to water the planters, trees, and 

borders without the need to use tap water. This keeps costs 

down and doesn’t add an unnecessary drain on the local 

water supply, further enhancing the Parish’s green 

credentials. As residents will hopefully be aware, the 

parish grounds team, as part of our ongoing green space 

management and biodiversity programme, have been busy 

reducing the number of invasive plants and trees within 

Hamble and replacing them with native species. This means 

that native wildlife numbers will increase as their habitats 

do. Already the benefits of this work can be seen around 

the village – one example being that the number of barn 

swallows swooping across College Playing Fields has 

increased (keep your eyes peeled for these charming 

visitors). 

Barn Swallows are insectivores, primarily feeding on flying 

insects such as flies, moths, and 

beetles (all of which have increased 

thanks to the ongoing expansion of 

improved natural habitats). They 

catch their prey in mid-air, often 

flying low over fields or water bodies. They'll also eat flying 

ants, moths, and beetles. If there were more ideal nesting 

sites in the area, the population would grow even more. 

Swallows will readily use special open-bowl nest boxes 

when they are placed in suitable enclosed areas with easy 

access, such as porches, outbuildings, garages or even 

under eaves. These boxes should be situated with a clear 

flight path for the birds to enter and exit. While swallows 

typically build their own mud nests, they will adapt to using 

artificial nests, especially when natural nesting sites are 

scarce. Have you got an ideal spot to place a nest box?

My cloning experiments have finally paid off… I’m so 

excited, I’m beside myself.

Mark Cowley,

Grounds Ranger

COUNCIL NEWS

• Helen Robinson – Clerk

• Sasha Lines – Deputy Clerk

• Bernadette Digweed – Operations Officer

• Altin Fejzo – Senior Groundsman

• Mark Cowley – Groundsman & Ranger

Together, we’re here to look after the village, support the 

work of the Parish Council, and help with any questions 

you might have. Do stop by and say hello next time you’re 

passing the office!

MEET YOUR PARISH COUNCIL TEAM 

We’d like to give a big welcome to Vicky Wilson, who has 

recently joined the Parish Council team as Reception and 

Team Administrator. Vicky will often be the first friendly 

face you see or voice you hear when you get in touch with 

the Parish Office.  Alongside Vicky, here’s the rest of the 

team working hard to keep things running smoothly in 

Hamble:
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MOVING TOGETHER FOR A HEALTHIER 
VILLAGE

Looking after our health helps us enjoy life and stay 

connected to the people and places we love – and in a 

village like Hamble, that matters.  Whether you’re keeping 

up with the grandkids, enjoying a walk along the 

Foreshore, or joining a local class, moving more can help 

you feel better in body and mind. And with so many 

activities happening in the village, there’s something for 

everyone – whatever your age or ability.

This month, we asked clubs and organisations in Hamble to 

share how the activities they offer can help keep Hamble 

moving – keeping us all active, healthy, and young at 

heart!  Here’s what they had to say…

THE IMPORTANCE OF STAYING STRONG, 
MOBILE & MENTALLY SHARP

Health and fitness aren’t just about looking good – they’re 

about living well. Staying strong, mobile and mentally 

sharp helps us enjoy time with our families, stay 

independent, and support one another in daily life. 

Developing strength, balance, and mobility at any age 

helps prevent falls, reduces the risk of injury, and supports 

joint health. 

Whether it’s strength training, walking, or simply moving 

more, the key is making small, consistent changes that suit 

you. I believe fitness should be accessible to everyone, 

regardless of age, background, or starting point. It’s not 

about perfection it’s about progress. Making small, 

consistent changes can lead to a healthier, more fulfilling 

life. And the best part? It’s never too late to start.

Contact Andy at Pinnacle PT: andy@pinnaclept.co.uk

http://www.pinnaclept.co.uk/ 

HEALTHY HAMBLE

HAMBLE’S SUPPLE SILVERS:  
FIT, FAB & OVER 60!

Staying active as we get older is one of the best ways to 

maintain independence, reduce the risk of falls, and keep 

doing the things we enjoy. Supple Silver is a weekly 

exercise class designed for over-60s, which aims to keep 

you fit and strong – so you can carry on doing what you 

love and keep your independence for as long as you want! 

We work on strength, balance, endurance and mobility, 

and use various props to help us along the way. We do 

break a sweat, so prepare to work hard – you will surprise 

yourself by how much you can improve! Everyone is 

welcome. 

Thursdays, 11:15am–12:15pm, 

Hamble Village Memorial Hall. 

Contact Barbara on 07982 236118

www.supplesilver.com

that eases tension, restores equilibrium, and strengthens 

body and mind. Research shows Tai Chi can also help with 

arthritis, anxiety, and high blood pressure. For safe, 

supportive learning, seek a certified instructor – ideally 

registered with the Tai Chi Union for Great Britain. Tai Chi 

is movement with meaning – open to everyone.

If you would like to know more about tai chi and my private 

and public classes, please contact me, Kate White, on 

07977 570735.

TAI CHI: MEDITATION IN MOTION

Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese martial art of controlled, 

flowing movement – combining focus, discipline, breath, 

and balance. It’s not about performance or flexibility; it’s 

about slowing down, being present, and building inner 

strength. At its heart is chi – the body’s internal energy. 

Each movement is designed to cultivate, circulate, and 

harmonise this energy, promoting both mental clarity and 

physical resilience. It’s meditation in motion – a practice 

BOWLS IS A GREAT WAY TO STAY ACTIVE 

Bowls helps improve balance, coordination, and flexibility, 

and is gentle on the joints, making it suitable for all fitness 

levels. It’s also a fantastic way to spend time outdoors, meet 

new people, and keep both body and mind active. Folland 

Bowls Club is a longstanding part of the community and 

has been welcoming players for many years. We run 

competitions both within the club and with other clubs, as 

well as regular social events. Our season runs from April 

through to the end of September, with games taking place 

frequently.

We hold open evenings for non-members every Monday 

throughout the season, and the club is open to everyone 

aged 16 and above.

Joan Fitzgibbon,  01489 564969, 

joanfitzgibbon252@gmail.com
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FEEL-GOOD FITNESS
WITH A LATIN BEAT

Looking for a fun way to stay 

active and boost your mood? 

Zumba® might be just the thing. Set to upbeat Latin and 

world music – like salsa, reggaeton, merengue, pop, and 

cumbia – Zumba combines easy-to-follow moves with great 

energy, making it a lively workout that doesn’t feel like hard 

work.

More than just dancing, it’s a full-body workout that can 

improve coordination, build stamina, help you to lose 

weight, and support heart health. The routines are 

designed to be inclusive – so it doesn’t matter if you’re new 

to exercise or convinced you have two left feet.

The health benefits of Zumba ® are many:

• Your body gets toned as a lot of different muscle groups 

are targeted.

• Your heart health improves with aerobic and anaerobic 

benefits

• Your balance and coordination improve due to the 

repetitive choreography. 

• It’s great for weight loss.

Aside from the physical benefits, it’s also a brilliant way to 

de-stress, have fun, and connect with others in the 

community.

Zumba ® is for everyone, from beginner to expert.  You 

don’t have to be a dancer and it’s ok to have two left feet! 

Classes run weekly at Hamble Village Memorial Hall 

Contact:  Evelyn Runde (ZIN), Licensed Zumba Instructor, 

Everunde@hotmail.com, 07855 018991

https://facebook.com/HambleZumba

HEALTHY HAMBLE
FLEXIBILITY, FOCUS, AND A LITTLE BIT OF 
CALM

While many people believe Pilates and Yoga are the ‘same 

kind of thing’, this is not the case.  Pilates is focused on the 

isolation and engagement of key muscle groups to 

streamline movement and overall function.  Yoga focuses 

on soothing and calming your nervous system through 

intentional breathing practices and postures that open the 

body, mind, and spirit. Both emphasise the value of the 

mind/body connection, which is proven to enhance 

cognitive function, focus and balance.

At TMS, we are a team of Pilates and Yoga teachers who 

provide bespoke instruction in small classes in Hamble and 

the surrounding areas.  Our approach is rooted in 

personalisation – each class is designed to respond to the 

unique needs and goals of our students. Whether you are 

new to movement, recovering from injury, or seeking to 

deepen your practice, we offer support and guidance every 

step of the way. Our sessions are intimate, ensuring that 

every participant receives individual attention to optimise 

alignment, deepen awareness, and foster lasting 

wellbeing. At TMS, we believe that mindful movement is a 

catalyst for growth, resilience, and joy in everyday life. 

Join us to discover how Pilates and Yoga can transform 

your body and mind, and become part of a supportive, 

like-minded community.

Marie-Claire Stanmore (Prettyman), 

'The Movement Specialist'

07919 286419

steady park run, or training for longer distances, running 

offers something for everyone and can fit around busy 

lifestyles.

At Netley Abbey Runners we see first-hand how running 

brings people together, boosts confidence, and encourages 

a healthier lifestyle. Whether you’re starting with a 

walk/run, or training for longer distances, running offers 

something for everyone. Our inclusive, community-focused 

club supports all abilities and helps people find joy in 

movement. 

Find out more at www.netleyabbeyrunners.co.uk

FIND YOUR STRIDE WITH 
NETLEY RUNNERS

Running is one of the simplest and most accessible ways to 

improve both physical and mental wellbeing. Regular 

running can strengthen your heart and lungs, improve 

bone and joint health, and help maintain a healthy weight. 

It’s also proven to reduce stress, boost mood, and sharpen 

focus – often giving that little lift we all need in daily life.

One of the great things about running is its flexibility: you 

don’t need special equipment, and you can do it almost 

anywhere. Whether it’s a gentle jog along the Foreshore, a 
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UPDATE FROM ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH 

After a mainly glorious summer, we now find ourselves 

arriving in an early autumn, with some trees already 

beginning to shed their leaves. Here at our beautiful village 

church of St Andrew’s, our vicar Hayley was delighted to 

officiate at two weddings and one baptism in August. If you 

or a relative are planning a wedding in the near future, 

please consider St Andrew’s for your special day. 

Contact Hayley on 07742 457857 or 

revhayleyrichens@btinternet.com for full details.

Preparations are now in full swing for our Late Summer 

Celebration on Sunday 14 September in the church 

grounds, from 12.30–16.30. There will be an al fresco 

lunch, cash bar, raffle, and entertainment by our popular 

local singer, Deano – all for a very reasonable £20 per 

person. Come along and join the fun! To find out more or 

to book your tickets, please call Grant on 02380 456265.

You will be very welcome at our Sunday and Thursday 

services, both held at 10am, with coffee and chat in the 

Priory Centre afterwards. We look forward to seeing you 

there. For more information about St Andrew’s Church, 

please visit our website: standrewshamble.org

THE MERCURY LIBRARY & 
COMMUNITY HUB

Our free storytelling and craft sessions were 

well attended during August. One of our 

young crafters created a beautiful silhouette 

card – we’re sure you’ll agree it’s something special! A big 

thank you to Shirley for giving so much of her time to run 

these sessions; the children really do appreciate it.

There has been a slight change to our Wednesday opening 

hours. From now on, we will be open from 10.00–12.30 

and 3-5pm. This change won’t affect Roy’s popular free IT 

advice, which will still be available from 3.30pm onwards. 

Thanks again to Roy for offering his time to help people 

with a wide range of IT issues. No need to book – just pop 

along. If you can, please bring the device you’re having 

problems with, but if not, come and chat to him anyway.

We’re also delighted to welcome another student from The 

Hamble School who is volunteering with us as part of his 

Duke of Edinburgh Award. Welcome to Curtis, who is 

already proving to be a great asset to The Hub – always 

willing to help and join in where needed. In addition, we’ve 

recently welcomed two new volunteers, with another 

currently completing their induction, so you may spot some 

new faces next time you visit. Please do say hello! Keep an 

eye on our Facebook page and the notices displayed in The 

Hub for details of upcoming events.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HAMBLE FLOWER CLUB 

The summer seems to be flying by, but 

hasn’t the weather been glorious! We’ve 

enjoyed our trip to the Hampton Court 

Flower Festival and our Afternoon Tea at the River Rat here 

in Hamble, and now we’re looking forward to the start of 

our autumn programme. On Monday 8 September, Gill 

Homer will be giving a demonstration titled “Bright Ideas”. 

Open to members and non-members alike, it promises to 

be an interesting afternoon.

Following the success of our first series of flower classes, 

we will be running more sessions in September, October, 

and November. A couple of spaces are still available, so do 

get in touch if you’d like more information. With a packed 

autumn schedule leading up to our big end-of-year 

demonstration, there really is something for everyone. 

We’re a friendly bunch, so if you’d like to come along to 

one of our meetings, or if you have any questions, please 

contact us at info.hambleflowerclub@gmail.com. We meet 

on the 2nd Monday of each month at Hamble Memorial 

Hall. Doors open at 1pm for a 1.30pm start.

HAMBLE PLAYERS: WE’LL MEET AGAIN,
4-6 SEPTEMBER 2025    

Join the Hamble Players for a heartfelt Theatre Supper, 

designed as a lively street party to honour the 80th 

anniversary of the end of World War II. "We’ll Meet 

Again" brings to life the poignant stories from this 

challenging time, featuring stirring songs and touching 

scenes that reflect one family's profound journey through 

history. This special evening is more than just a 

performance; it is an opportunity for all of us to come 

together in emotion, reflection, and celebration of 

resilience and hope. We hear some people are dressing 

up! Not compulsory and no prizes, but what a great way to 

join in with the celebration.We genuinely look forward to 

sharing this meaningful experience with you, as we 

remember and pay tribute to the past.

• Thursday 4 and Friday 5 September: 7.30pm-10pm

• Saturday 6 September:  4pm-6.30pm 

Buy your tickets at www.ticketsource.com/hambleplayers 

or 02380 440660.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

HAMBLE LADIES GROUP     

Our outing in July took us to The Savill 

Gardens in the Windsor Great Park 

which is part of the Windsor Estate – a 

haven of beautifully designed gardens 

and woodland.   Fifty or so members 

of our club enjoyed a lovely day wondering around the 

grounds, eating a delicious cream tea and buying lots of 

plants to bring home.  Well worth the visit.

Malcolm Board from Hearing Dogs for Deaf People came 

along in August to chat to us about the work involved in 

training dogs to become hearing dogs.   There are over 12 

million people in the UK with hearing loss.  Hearing Dogs 

for Deaf People train clever dogs to help deaf people, 

offering tailored support for all levels of hearing loss, and 

helping them to leave loneliness behind.  Over half of all 

HAMBLE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY:  
ENGLISH MERCHANT 
SHIPPING AND THE 
MARITIME 
COMMUNITIES 
C.1588 – C.1765                                                    

Craig Lambert, Professor of Maritime History at 

Southampton University, has previously given the Society 

several well-received talks on Henry V’s ships and Tudor 

shipping in the Southampton area. We are delighted to 

welcome him back for another talk, this time on his latest 

research into English Merchant Shipping and Maritime 

Communities, c.1588–c.1765 – covering the period from 

the Spanish Armada to the Seven Years’ War.

How did England’s merchant fleet develop over the course 

of two turbulent centuries? Who sailed in these ships, and 

what roles did they play in their local communities? What 

types of goods were imported and exported? And how did 

war, politics, and regional differences affect English 

seaborne trade? Craig will explore these questions, with 

special reference to our local area. 

The meeting will be on Thursday 11 September, 7.30pm, at 

the Memorial Hall (Rear Hall).  New members and visitors 

are always welcomed!  Our meeting fee is just £2.  If you 

would like more information please contact our secretary, 

Margaret Greenfield:  023 8045 4373.

hearing dogs are funded through gifts and in wills.  Thanks 

to their supporters and volunteers they have matched 

thousands of dogs with deaf people.  

Volunteering is a great way to support them especially for 

dog lovers with the opportunity to look after cute puppies 

and dogs.  Four breeds of dogs are used – Labradors, 

Cocker Spaniels, Miniature Poodles and Cockapoos.   You 

can help on a temporary basis or get involved permanently.

Malcolm gave us a few examples of how hearing dogs had 

helped deaf people get their lives back and change their 

lives for the good.  We were lucky to be introduced to two 

beautiful dogs, Jake and Gyn who were very patient and 

well behaved.  A lovely afternoon.

On 9 September Mandy Driver from Scottish and Southern 

Electricity will be giving us advice on how to try to save on 

our electricity bills.  Now wouldn't that be a bonus.  Why 

not join us?  Priory Centre Hamble, 2pm.

Bobby Conduit, 023 8045 3626

P.S. Don't forget your mugs!

SOLENT SPORTS: COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS
                                           
What started as a simple desire to make new friends has 

transformed into one of Southern England's most impactful 

football organisations. Six years ago, Hamble resident 

Steve Fletcher organised a small kickabout on the Astro at 

Hamble School, with just one football and a handful of 

bibs. Today, Solent Sports FC boasts over 5,000 members 

across 19+ locations.

The club's remarkable growth spans all demographics – 

from tots football and youth teams, to men's, women's, and 

walking football sessions. What sets Solent Sports apart is 

their "wellbeing over winning" philosophy, creating a 

welcoming environment where social isolation is tackled 

through accessible sport.

This community-first approach has earned prestigious 

recognition, including Hampshire FA Grassroots Club of 

the Year 2022 and multiple community awards. The league 

teams are now making their mark competitively too, with 

several promotions last season proving that success on the 

pitch naturally follows when you prioritise people over 

results. 

New players are always welcome to join this growing 

football family. 

www.solentsports.com



COMMUNITY NEWS

Upcoming Parish 
Council Meetings at 
Roy Underdown 
Pavilion

Asset Committee 
Meeting
Monday 1 September, 7pm

Full Council Meeting
Monday 8 September, 7pm

Planning Committee 
Meeting
Monday 22 September, 7pm

St Andrew’s Late 
Summer Celebration

14 September

Location: Church grounds
Time: 12.30–16.30

Macmillan Coffee 
Morning 

18 September

Location: The Royal Southern 
Yacht Club

Village Picnic

26 September

Location: Roy Underdown Pavilion

Hamble Valley Regatta 

30 August

UPCOMING DATES

Hamble Players:  
We’ll Meet Again

4-6 September 

WETWHEELS HAMBLE CHAIR NAMED 
FINALIST FOR PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL 
AWARD

Wetwheels Hamble is delighted to announce that its Chair, 

Ted Hill MBE, has been named a finalist for ‘Chair of the 

Year’ in the highly respected Third Sector Awards 2025. 

This national recognition celebrates exceptional leadership 

in the charity sector and marks a proud moment not only 

for Ted, but for the entire Wetwheels Hamble team.

Ted has been instrumental in shaping the organisation into 

a beacon of inclusive maritime access for disabled people 

across the south coast. His nomination as a finalist is a 

fitting tribute to his tireless dedication, strategic vision, and 

personal commitment to inclusion, dignity, and opportunity 

for all.

Being shortlisted for this prestigious national award places 

Wetwheels Hamble firmly on the national stage, 

highlighting the remarkable work being done right here in 

our village of Hamble. It also shines a light on the power of 

community-led organisations to effect meaningful change 

at scale. 

The winners of the Third Sector Awards will be announced 

at a ceremony in London this September. Wetwheels 

Hamble extends its warmest congratulations to Ted on this 

outstanding achievement and thanks the entire Hamble 

community for its continued support.

HAMBLE 
CONSERVATION 
VOLUNTEERS    

Every year we take a break in 

August as so many of the team 

are on holiday, but we can look back on a very successful 

year to date with much accomplished.  Perhaps most 

conspicuous has been our efforts to support the Parish 

Council grounds team on the annual refurbishment of 

public features such as benches and flowerbeds.  The 

benches are well used, and timely maintenance is essential 

if they are going to continue to provide comfort for the 

foreseeable future.  The work is arduous but satisfying and 

we appreciate the words of support from those passing by.

Our annual programme of tasks is displayed on our 

website and noticeboards posted around the Common.  

Please note that we meet on Mondays at 10am; the meeting 

place for the parish tasks is at the Roy Underdown Pavilion 

at SO31 4RN whereas beach cleans and Eastleigh tasks 

meet at School Lane car park.

If you would like to know more about us, please either visit 

hambleconservationvolunteers.org.uk or contact Philip 

Rawlinson: philiprawlinson123@btinternet.com, 

07810 453138.
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